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Meeting Cézanne

I don’t remember why my mother had to go to hospital. I’m not sure she ever told me. She did explain that after the operation she 
would be needing a month of complete rest. This was why she had had to arrange for me to go and stay with Aunt Mathilde, my 
mother’s older sister, in her house down in the south, in Provence.

I’d never been to Provence, but I had met my Aunt Mathilde a few times when she’d come to see us in our little apartment in Paris. 
I remember her being big and bustling, filling the place with her bulk and forever hugging and kissing me, which I never much 
cared for. She’d pinch my cheek and tell me I was a beautiful little man. But she’d always bring lots of crystallised fruit, so I could 
forgive her everything else.

I was ten years old and had never parted from my mother. I’d only been out of Paris once for a holiday by the sea in Brittany. I told 
her I didn’t want to be sent away. I told her again and again, but it was no use. ‘You’ll be fine, Yannick,’ she insisted. ‘You like Aunt 
Mathilde, don’t you? And Uncle George is very funny. And you’ve never met your cousin, Amandine. You’ll have a lovely time. 
Spring in Provence. It’ll be paradise for you, I promise. Crystallised fruit every day!’

She did all she could to convince me. More than once she read me Jean Giono’s story of The Man Who Planted Trees, the story of an 
old shepherd, set in the high hills of Provence. She also showed me a book of paintings by Paul Cézanne.
Adapted from Meeting Cézanne by Michael Morpurgo

1  Are the following sentences true (T) or false (F)? Use the 
exact words from the text to justify your answers.

1 The writer knew why his mother went to hospital because 
she told him. 

 

 

2 His aunt was very affectionate. 

 

 

3 He had already spent some time away from Paris without 
his mother. 

 

 

2  Answer the following questions in your own words, relating 
to the ideas from the passage.

1 Why didn’t Yannick want to stay with his aunt and uncle?

 

 

2 What did Yannick’s mother do to try and convince him it 
was a good idea to go?

 

 

3  Use of English

1 Rewrite the following sentence, keeping its original 
meaning.

 Although he was not happy to go, he had a lovely time.

 In spite of 

 

2 Join both sentences by means of a relative pronoun.

 Aix-en-Provence is a beautiful place. It’s in the south of France.

 

 

3 Complete the following conversation with the appropriate 
form of the verbs in brackets.

a: Hi, Peter. Why is your face so red?

b: I  (run) for an hour.

a:  (do) it every day?

b: I  (do) before, but now 
I only  (do) it when I 

 (not work).

4  Find words or phrases in the text which mean…

1 plan or prepare for; organise (paragraph 1) 

2 very large size (paragraph 2) 

3 holding someone or something close to your body with 
your arms (paragraph 2) 

4 a person who takes care of sheep (paragraph 4) 

5  Write a composition of 120−150 words on the following:

Describe a visit to stay with members of your family or friends 
who live in a different place from your home town. Did you 
enjoy it? Why? / Why not?


